Early Childhood Education

Junior Year Syllabus

Instructor: Michele Whitehurst

Office Phone:  330-794-4248

E-Mail: mwhitehu@akron.k12.oh.us
Course Description:  Junior ECE is an introductory four (4) credit hour course designed to provide student instruction in to operation and management of a preschool program.  The curriculum includes planning and guidance of children birth to age eight.

Overall Course Objectives:  Upon completion of the course, students should be able to develop competences in the following areas in order to prepare students for gainful employment in entry- level jobs in the care and reaching of young children:


Safe and Healthy Learning Environment

Physical and Intellectual Comptenece

Social and Emotional Development and Positive Guidance

Positive and Productive Relationships with Families

Program Responsive to Participants Needs

Commitment to Professionalism

Employability Skills

Develop students’ competence in acadamic skills areas

Develop employability and etnrepreneurship competencies

Provide opportunities to participate in leadership, citizenship, and cooperation activities.

Course  Materials:  The Child Care Professional, Karen Stephens, lab shirt, portfolio, supply box, other materials required throughtou the year.

Attendance Policy:  Students are required to attend all class sessions except in case of emergency or other situations that may render attendance impossible.  Attending class is extremely important for students to obtain the Vocation Certificate at the end of their senior year.  Students missing ore thatn 18 days per year will not be awarded the Early Childhood Vocational Certificate.  Juniors whose attendance is porr will not be recommenede for the senior E.C.E. program.


If a student is absent, they must have a parent call them in at the main office and at the E.C.E. office (330-794-4248) before 8:15.

Course Grades: Students will receive two separate grades for E.C.E. A grade will be given for related class and one for the lab portion of the program.  

Lab:  The grade students receive in lab will be dependent on participation, attendance, cooperation,initiative, lesson plans, block plans, and lessons taught in lab.

Related Grade:  Grades in related will depend on attendance, projects, tests, quizzes, homework and the portfolio project.

Portfolio Project:  The portfolio project is assigned the first week of school and is worked on throughout the year.  It is due the first week of May.  This projecy is very important in securing a position in the Senior year.  It will contain items that will aid you in applying for positions in Early Childhood Education.  More detailed information will be given on weekly assignement sheets.

Exams:  Exams will be given at the end of the first and the second semester.  Dates and times will be announced.

Early Childhood Education

Senior Year Course Syllabus

Program Description

Early Childhood Education is a two-year program in which students develop training in all aspects of the care and guidance of young children.  The senior year is a four credit hour course designed to perfect the acquired skills learned in the junior year and to develop new skills by working in an approved related job.

Instructional Philosophy

The Early Childhood Education program’s primary goal is to provide students with skills; knowledge and work attitudes to enable them to obtain, hold and advance in child care and related jobs.

The Early Childhood Education program fosters the development of employable individuals who take action to better the childcare profession.

The Early Childhood Education program provides training to child caregivers that parallel the most current licensing standards.

Program Goals

The goals of the Early Childhood Education program are to:

1. Develop Early Childhood Education competencies in the following areas in order to prepare students for gainful employment in entry-level jobs in the care and teaching of young children:

· Safe, healthy learning environment

· Physical and intellectual competence

· Social and emotional development and positive guidance

· Positive and productive relationships with families

· Program responsive to participant’s needs

· Commitment to professionalism

· Employability skills

2. Develop students’ competency in the academic skill areas of mathematics, communication and science.  These competencies will help the students enter and advance in the early childhood education field.

3. Develop employability and entrepreneurship competencies that will enable students to enter and advance in a changing workplace.

4. Provide opportunities for the development of competencies needed by individuals in the early childhood education field through participation in leadership, citizenship and cooperation activities.

Major Course Projects

1. Language and Literacy Project

2. Learning Game/Toy Project

3. Concept Curriculum Development

4. Portfolio Update

Project Outlines

· See attached project outline sheets.

Instructional Delivery Plan

· Students will work independently to achieve project requirements.

Assessment Plan

Class Grade




Employment Grade
10% Participation



20% Participation

25 % Special/ Nine Week Projects
20% Lesson Planning (Lessons, block plans, etc.) 

30% Individual Study (Lesson

20% Teacher Observations


Planning)



40% Employer Evaluation

35% Daily Class Work




· Daily Assignments

· Wage & Hour Folder

· Notebook/Portfolio

· Quizzes & Tests

Performance Standards

	Grade
	Performance Standard 

	A
	Independent Learner

Did research, designed and planned; applied academic skills; evaluated work and made adjustments; did quality work; needed little help from the teacher; sought and found resources independently; demonstrated knowledge with a grade of 90 or higher; produced a quality project/portfolio.

	B
	Semi-Independent Learner

Did research, designed and planned; needed some help from the teacher; did quality work with a few flaws; needed feedback from the teacher to realize work did not meet the standards; demonstrated knowledge with a grade of 80 or higher; produced a better-than-average project/portfolio.

	C
	Dependent Learner

Needed help to research; designed and planned or had to be given a plan; relied a great deal on the teacher; had to be given performing tasks, required significant help to produce a quality product; final product still did not meet standards; demonstrated knowledge with a grade of 70 or higher; produced an average project/portfolio.

	F
	Failure

Did not complete projects; if projects were completed, they were of such low quality that did not pass; failed to document procedures; did not show criteria for determining quality; scored less than 70 on knowledge tests; produced a poor project/portfolio or none at all.


